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Meeting Report for the World Cat Congress 2026 
 

Date, Location & Host 
April 27, 2026, Liverpool (GB), GCCF. 

Attendees 
WCC Board Jan Van Rooyen (Vice President); Anette Sjödin (Vice President);  

Robbie Walker (Secretary) 
ACF  Erin Brown (Delegate); Kingsley Schmidtke (Advisor) 
CCCA  Cheryl Ross (Delegate) 
CFA  Pam Delabar (Delegate); Marilee Griswold (Advisor) 
FIFe  Karl Preiss (Delegate); Sara Moroni (Advisor) 
GCCF  Steve Crow (Delegate); Anna McEntee (Advisor) 
NZCF  Ngaire Dixon (Delegate) 
SACC  Johan Van Rooyen (Delegate) 
TICA  Vicki Jo Harrison (Delegate) 
WCF  Anneliese Hackmann (Delegate); Fabrice Calmès (Advisor) 

1. Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order and roll call was taken to establish attendance. Delegates were 
informed of the logistics and locations for the scheduled coffee breaks and lunch. 

2. Approval of the Agenda and Minutes 
The agenda for the meeting was formally approved by the delegates. The minutes from the 2025 
WCC annual meeting were circulated among the delegates for formal approval and signing. 

3. Matters from WCC 2024 Minutes 
A major discussion took place regarding fraudulent Ragdoll ancestry documentation, which 
compromises the credibility of the cat fancy globally. The member organizations reported the 
following: 

• CFA: Has already closed 6,200 pedigrees with fake ancestry; these cats cannot be bred or 
registered within CFA. 

• FIFe: Sent in an official statement and informed the registrars of its Members. This report 
and list have already been shared with the WCC. 

• TICA: Has marked the supposedly fake pedigrees in their system but is waiting until the 
WCC members agree about the best practice before taking further action. 

• ACF: Proposes to review the matter internally at the organizational level and update online 
in 2 months' time. 

• Expert Input: Dr. Leslie Lyons (audience) proposed using genetic parentage testing as the 
gold standard. 

Conclusion: It was agreed that this matter will be further discussed online, as it is a worldwide 
issue that undermines the credibility of the cat fancy as a whole. 

4. Reports of the Committees 
After both Committees presented their respective reports, it was agreed that from now on, activities 
will be reported every 4 months. The two Chairmen will inform their working groups of this new 
timeline. 

5. Elections 
The Vice President was elected last year after the move from the floor, following the sudden 
passing of previous President and subsequent rearrangement of the Board, it was decided that this 
position would be filled for a one-year term until the next election. In this 2026 full-term election, 
Annette Sjödin has been elected by acclamation (move: CFA, second: NZCF). The Secretary 
Robbie Walker has been appointed by acclamation (move: CFA, second: TICA). 
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6. LOOF Application for WCC Membership 
The LOOF President and delegate introduced their application via slides. WCC delegates asked 
questions regarding their numbers, structure, relationship with the French Government, and LOOF 
obligations. 
Voting Result Outcome: LOOF was not accepted into the WCC. 

7. Finances 
Information only for the WCC members.  

8.  WCF Proposals 
1 - Adopt a legal entity: It was noted there are several issues and related costs involved. Ngaire 

Dixon (NZCF) and Fabrice Calmès (WCF) will explore this further. 
2 - Clarification of roles and naming: It was clarified that no General Assembly (GA) will be 

created; the meeting remains a “business meeting”. Regarding the Executive Committee, this is 
already in the constitution with clear responsibilities for the President, Vice President, and 
Secretary/Treasurer. Ngaire Nixon (NZCF) and Fabrice Calmes (WCF) will review this. 

9.  FIFe Proposals 
The WCC 2026 accepted the 4 proposals submitted by FIFe and asked for our follow-up. 
Motion 1: Harmonization of the EMS System 
A joint working group shall be established, composed of representatives from WCC member 
organizations which use or plan to use the EMS code system. The working group shall: Collect and 
review all EMS codes currently in use by WCC members; Compile a comprehensive reference 
table providing a clear overview of existing codes; Develop concrete recommendations for the 
harmonized development and implementation of new EMS codes. The working group shall report 
its findings and recommendations to the WCC members and serve as a consulting body in case 
new codes are introduced. 
Purpose: To ensure transparency, consistency, and long-term alignment in the use and 
development of EMS codes across WCC member organizations. 
Discussion: FIFe stated that International Judge and BRC Member Steven Jones volunteered to 
create this working group. Dr. Leslie Lyons (attending in the audience) also volunteered to be 
included, outlining the need for EMS codes to be used by laboratories so tests can be described 
and used with at least the same EMS for breeds, if not for color and coat traits. ACF agrees. CFA 
expressed issues about their coding system being strictly in the hands of their breed councils. 
Outcome: A joint working group will be created, coordinated by FIFe BRC. 
Motion 2: Parentage Testing and Pedigree Documentation 
FIFe proposes that WCC member organizations shall adopt a uniform recommendation regarding 
the way that “test by parentage” are reported on pedigrees; traits and illnesses verified by parental 
DNA testing are often reported like “negative by ancestry” or “N/N by parentage”. The results of 
parental DNA testing shall be recorded using a uniform nomenclature on the pedigree. The 
microchip number of the cat shall be included on the pedigree to ensure clear and verifiable 
identification linked to DNA test results. 
Outcome: During the meeting, it has been mentioned that the FIFe would coordinate this task. The 
delegation noted that a report and/or guideline from this work would be appreciated. After the 
discussion, during FIFe Board Meeting, it has been decided to task the FIFe BRC for this item. 
Motion 3: Sustainable Breeding and Health Assessment 
The WCC Health Working Group shall conduct a comprehensive assessment of the overall health 
status of pedigree cat populations within member organizations. The assessment shall: Identify 
general health trends and potential risk areas; Provide a foundation for evidence-based breeding 
strategies; Support sustainable breeding practices prioritizing long-term health and genetic 
diversity. The Health Working Group shall present its findings and recommendations to the WCC. 
Purpose: To reinforce responsible breeding principles and safeguard the long-term health and 
welfare of pedigree cats. 
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Outcome: FIFe proposes that the WCC HWC coordinates this task and will provide an update at 
the next meeting in 2027 on the state of the art. Sara Moroni (FIFe) will report this to WCC HWC 
members. After the discussion during FIFe Board meeting, it has been decided to task the FIFe 
HWC for this item. 
Motion 4: Judge Guidelines and Show Practices 
WCC member organizations shall establish or further develop clear and transparent judge 
guidelines and show practices. Such guidelines shall place increased emphasis on: 
• Health and functional soundness; 
• Interpretation of breed standards in alignment with animal welfare principles; 
• Avoidance of rewarding exaggerated traits that may compromise health or wellbeing. 
Purpose: To ensure that judging and show practices actively support sustainable breeding and 
animal welfare. 
Outcome: During the meeting, it has been mentioned that the FIFe HWC would coordinate this 
task. The delegation noted that a deliverable guideline resulting from this work would be 
appreciated. Sara Moroni (FIFe) will report this to WCC HWC members. After the discussion during 
FIFe Board Meeting, it has been decided to task the FIFe JSC for this item. 
No other issues were raised during the Open Meetings. 

10. Future Meeting 
2027: Hosted by TICA, in Toronto – Canada, March 29th-30th, 2027 

11. Closure of the Meeting 
After thanking all attendees for their productive contributions, the meeting was formally adjourned. 
Report by Sara Moroni 
July 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


