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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FIFe BOARD 
03/26 – 26.05.2026 – Vilnius (LT) 

 
Attendees 
Mrs. Annette Sjödin - President  Mr. Veikko Saarela - Vice-President 
Mr. Jürg Keller-Friškovec - Treasurer Mr. Karl Preiss - Vice-Treasurer  
Mr. Charles Spijker - Acting General Secretary    

Abbreviations used 
• AGS – Acting General Secretary 
• BCA – Breed Council Administrator  
• BCR – Breed Council Rules 
• BRC – Breeding & Registration Commission 
• BRR – Breeding & Registration Rules  
• CNA – Cattery Name Administrator 
• DC – Disciplinary Commission 
• FIFeF – FIFe Feline Fund 
• GA – General Assembly 
• GR – General Rules 
• GS – General Secretary 
 

• HWC – Health & Welfare Commission 
• JR – Judges Rules 
• JSC – Judges & Standard Commission 
• PRC – Public Relations Commission 
• SC – Show Commission 
• SCA – Show Calendar Administrator 
• SR – Show Rules 
• VCM – Video Conference Meeting 
• VS – Vice Secretary 
• WCC – World Cat Congress 

1. Opening of the Meeting 
The President opened the meeting at 10:30 EET. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
The AGS prepared the agenda for this meeting. The agenda was approved. 

3. Approval of previous Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting 02/26 on 28.03.2026 had been approved and were sent to the 
Members on 20.04.2026. 

4. Matters arising from or omitted in previous Minutes 
Nothing to report. 
 

5. Financials 
5.1 Members’ and Patronage Members’ Payments 
 Nothing to report 
5.2 FIFe Feline Fund – FIFeF 
a. The total amount in the fund was now EUR 112’091.07.  
b. The Board decided to put the grant of EUR 40’000 from the FIFeF to sponsor a veterinary 

research project on Rex and Sphynx as instigated by FPL (PL) as a pilot to activate the 
FIFeF (see Board Meeting Minutes 02/26, item 5.2.e). The HWC was asked to set up:  
1) a clear and uniform application procedure and documentation for grants, which should 
also include a payment plan (when which amounts need to be paid). 
2) the procedure and documentation for monitoring the progress of research projects after 
the grant is given. The answers were still pending at the time of the meeting. 

c. The HWC reacted to the Board request for a status update regarding the FIFe Veterinary 
Research Scholarship for the year 2026, for which EUR 9’000 was assigned (see Board 
Meeting Minutes 02/26, item 5.2.f). The HWC provided no information on the already 
granted 2026 scholarships. 
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5.3 Other Financial Matters 
 Nothing to report 

6. Organisational Matters 
6.1 Internal Matters 
a. The first ribbon order of 2026 is delivered and invoiced to the Members. The Treasurer will, 

at the GA mention the possibility to order ribbons twice a year. 
6.2 Registration Matters 
a. The changes in the Statutes from last year, valid from 01.01.2026 have to be officially 

registered as required per Swiss law. 
6.3 GDPR – General Data Protection Regulation  

FIFe follows the GDPR regulations regarding the storage of personal data. 

7. Members 
7.1  General  
a. FFF (FR) sent a request to organise a second 3-certificates/2-days show in 2026. The 

Board discussed the request and agreed but advised FFF to organise this type of show in 
more populated areas and with more time distance between them. 

b. AFA (AR) informed they had a new president and secretary (details on the website). 
7.2  Patronage Membership 

Nothing to report 
7.3  Individual Membership Changes 
 Nothing to report 

8. Breeding & Registration / Cattery Names 
a. KKÍ (IS) asked if a Sphynx pointed kitten with blue eyes whose sire has green/yellow eyes 

but is a DBE carrier, is allowed for breeding. One of their breeders would like to know this 
before deciding to import the kitten. The Board decided to ask the BRC and the HWC for 
their recommendation (see items 13.5). 

9. Shows 
Nothing to report 

10. Judges 
a. FFM (MX) submitted a request to appoint Mr. Miguel Ángel Sierra Bernal as a FIFe 

Honorary Judge. The request extensively described Mr. Sierra Bernal’s role in establishing 
FIFe‘s representation in Mexico and his contributions to judging, health and organisational 
development, also at FIFe level (HWC). The Board agreed with the request and would 
appoint Mr. Sierra Bernal an Honorary FIFe Judge during the General Assembly. 

b. Mrs. Vanja Knez (SI) and Mrs. Svetlana Stoliarova (BY) informed they had a new email 
address. 

c. Mrs. Anna Wijbrands informed that her country of residence changed from The Netherlands 
to Sweden. 

d. Mrs. Maj-Britt Stein (US) had a change of address. 

11. Student Judges 
a. FFF (FR) requested the admission of Mr. Philippe de Guerney Ventura (FR) as a Student 

Judge in category 3, based on the conditions outlined in Board Meeting minutes 05/25, item 
13.3.c. The Board confirmed the admission on 01.05.2026. 
 

b. ANFI (IT) sent a request for their student judge Mrs. Ingrid Dall’Ora (IT) to sit the theoretical 
part of her category 4 exam during the GA week. The Board discussed the request and 
decided not to grant it as the time frame to the exam date was considered too short. 
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12. Breed Councils 
a. The secretary BC LYO sent a request for a change in the LYO standard. The BC wished 

them to be judged by colour and not in one group. The BC was informed that they should 
address all correspondence to the BCA. 

b. The BCA informed that the new secretary of the BC KOR is Mrs. Sanela Victoria Jenic 
(DK). 

13. Commissions 
13.1 Statutes, Rules, Standards, EMS System & forms 

Nothing to report 
13.2 Seminars and lectures 
a. FPL (PL) sent the final programme of their Judges Seminar in Gdańsk on 25.07.2026.  

The programme was published in the Events calendar on the website. 
b. Suomen Kissaliitto (FI) sent the final programme of their Judges Seminar in Lahti on 

07.08.2026. The programme was published in the Events calendar on the website. 
13.3 Judges & Standards Commission  
a. The Board requested the JSC to take care that the preliminary and final questionnaires and 

exam question sets for category 3 were made up to date.  
13.4 Show Commission  

Nothing to report 
13.5 Breeding & Registration Commission 
a. With regard to the question from KKÍ (IS) re. Sphynx with DBE (see item 8.a), the 

BRC/HWC established that FIFe has no rules about DBE in SPH, only in MCO and SIB. 
The commissions believed it unwise to add yet another debatable trait to an already 
vulnerable breed. They asked to inform the breeder that it is allowed, but that the 
commissions recommended against it. The Board agreed and notified KKÍ who then replied 
that the breeder after reading the statement choose not to add the kitten to her breeding 
program. 
 

13.5 Health & Welfare Commission  
a. The HWC sent a request for direct contact with the Members about the developments of the 

Lykoi (LYO) skin condition (acronym CAPS). They asked to distribute information on CAPS 
and a call among breeders within the Member’s organisations to send samples, to be used 
in a study set up by Dr. Marie Abitbol. The Board agreed. 

b. The Board received an invitation to take part in the stakeholder focus groups under the 
scope of the study on animal welfare indicators conducted for the European Commission's 
Directorate-General for Health and Food Safety (DG SANTE). A focus group session would 
take place on 16.05.2026 in Brussels (BE). The HWC suggested Mrs. Jurgita Gustaitiene to 
participate. The Board agreed. 

c. The Board received an invitation to take part in the 19th meeting of the EU Platform on 
animal welfare on 26.06.2026 in Brussels (BE). A panel discussion would take place on the 
role of stakeholders in the implementation phase of the new Regulation on dogs and cats 
and their traceability. The HWC suggested Mrs. Sara Moroni to attend. The Board agreed. 

d. Mrs. Sara Moroni informed the Board on an activity within the Choose Health Coalition, thus 
falling into WCC scope. She was contacted by Dr Monique Megens, the former President of 
the Federation of European Companion Animal Veterinary Associations (FECAVA) and 
currently Chair of the International Collaborative on Extreme Conformations in Dogs (ICEC-
Dogs). She has been approached by the team conducting the EU study on cat and dog 
breeding for the European Commission. They were currently organising several focus 
groups involving both small-scale and large-scale breeders to ensure a well-balanced 
perspective from across the EU. Dr Megens had asked for our recommendations on 
cat breeders who would be particularly valuable contributors to this study. To ensure that 
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FIFe values and expertise are effectively represented in future EU legislation, the HWC 
suggested compiling a list of at least two representatives for each FIFe-recognised breed. 
The Board agreed, however felt the mentioned activities within FIFe should be supervised 
and coordinated by the HWC, who in turn, would regularly update the Board on the 
progress. Furthermore, the BCs should be consulted first to provide names of their 
members who would be willing to provide their expertise. In case of no BC exists or no 
interest shown, also individual breeders could be addressed. 

13.7 Disciplinary Commission 
Nothing to report 

13.8 Public Relations Commission 
a. The PRC issued the third edition of the FIFe Newsletter which was distributed and 

published on our website. The commission also provided a “Guide to Vilnius”. 
b. The PRC/HWC sent their input for a news item on our website and social media about the 

EU Regulation on the Welfare of Cats and Dogs. 
c. The PRC sent the minutes of their online meeting on 11.05.2026. 

14. Website & Social Media 
a. The PRC asked the Board to show more activities on social media. The Board replied to 

the PRC to send posts which could be published on social media after the Board’s 
approval. 

15. General Assemblies 
a. The GA 2026 agenda (including annexes) was sent in all FIFe languages to all Members 

and functionaries on 22.04.2026. The agenda without the annexes was also published on 
the website.  

b. Mrs. Nathalie Smits-Peelen (NL) and Mrs. Thea Friskovec-Keller (SI) informed they could 
not indicate on the registration form for the GA that they would not give consent for the live 
streaming during the GA. This was not for personal reasons, but for concerns about the 
possible abuse of materials. The Board could only take personal reasons into consideration 
since the possibility of offering livestreaming during the GA was accepted by last year’s GA. 

c. The Vice-Treasurer composed a document for Members interested in hosting a GA, listing 
the necessary requirements. The document would be distributed to all Members. 

16. World Cat Congress 
a. Mrs. Sara Moroni sent her report of the WCC meeting 2026 in Liverpool (GB).  
b. Mrs. Sara Moroni informed the Board on an activity within the Choose Health Coalition, thus 

falling into WCC scope. She was contacted by Dr Monique Megens, the former President of 
the Federation of European Companion Animal Veterinary Associations (FECAVA) and 
currently Chair of the International Collaborative on Extreme Conformations in Dogs (ICEC-
Dogs). She has been approached by the team conducting the EU study on cat and dog 
breeding for the European Commission. They were currently organising several focus 
groups involving both small-scale and large-scale breeders to ensure a well-balanced 
perspective from across the EU. Dr Megens had asked for our recommendations on 
cat breeders who would be particularly valuable contributors to this study. To ensure that 
FIFe values and expertise are effectively represented in future EU legislation, the HWC 
suggested compiling a list of at least two representatives for each FIFe-recognised breed. 
The Board agreed, however felt the mentioned activities within FIFe should be supervised 
by the HWC, who in turn, would regularly update the Board on the progress. Furthermore, 
the BCs should be consulted first to provide names of their members who would be willing 
to provide their expertise. In case no BC exists or no interest shown, also individual 
breeders could be addressed. 
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c. The WCC 2026 accepted the 4 proposals submitted by FIFe and asked for our follow-up. 
The Board decided to ask the commissions to work on the implementation of these 
proposals and to send their feedback/findings. 
Proposal 1 - Harmonisation of the EMS System: to the BRC 
Proposal 2 - Parentage Testing and Pedigree Documentation: to the BRC 
Proposal 3 - Sustainable Breeding and Health Assessment: to the HWC 
Proposal 4 - Judge Guidelines and Show Practices: to the JSC. 

17. Any Other Business 
 No matters raised 

18. Next Board Meetings 
• Tuesday 07.07.2026 VCM – optional meeting if needed 
• Saturday 22.08.2026 – Vienna (AT) 
• Tuesday 06.10.2026 VCM – optional meeting if needed 
• Saturday 14.11.2026 – Vienna (AT) 

19. Close of the Meeting 
The meeting closed at 15:30 EET. 
 
Annette Sjödin – President             Charles Spijker – Acting General Secretary 
 


