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WELCOME TO VILNIUS!

Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, is a distinguished European city known for
its rich history, architectural heritage, and dynamic contemporary life.
PR I I Located at the confluence of the Neris and Vilnia rivers, the city has long
& L been a crossroads of cultures, ideas, and traditions.
VILNIUS 2026 The historic center of Vilnius is listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
FIFe GENERAL ASSEMBLY is one of the largest preserved old towns in Central and Eastern Europe. Its
urban landscape reflects a harmonious blend of Gothic, Renaissance,
Baroque, and Neoclassical styles. Notable landmarks such as Gediminas'
___ Tower and Vilnius Cathedral symbolize the historical and cultural continuity
of the Lithuanian state.
Today, Vilnius is a modern European capital distinguished by its cultural
vitality, academic tradition, and growing international profile. The city is
home to Vilnius University, one of the oldest higher education institutions in
the region and has become an emerging center for innovation and
international cooperation.
Often recognized as one of the greenest capitals in Europe, Vilnius offers an exceptional balance
between urban development and natural surroundings, creating a welcoming environment for
international events and visitors.

Vilnius warmly welcomes the FIFe General Assembly, providing a setting that harmoniously blends
tradition and modernity. We hope the city will foster a conducive working atmosphere, encouraging
productive collaboration, constructive discussion, and effective decision-making. At the same time, we
invite participants to experience Vilnius’' rich cultural heritage, warm hospitality, and unforgettable
charm.
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The GA Schedule

Tuesday May 26th, 2026
Closed Board Meeting

Wednesday May 27th, 2026
Open Meeting of Commissions
from 09:00 to 13:00

from 14:30 to 18:00

Thursday May 28th, 2026
General Assembly
from 09:00 to 13:00
from 14:30 to 18:00

Friday May 29th, 2026
General Assembly
from 09:00 to 13:00
from 14:30 to 18:00

Saturday May 30th, 2026
FIFe Judges Training Seminar
from 08:30 to 12:30

from 14:00 to 17:00

POSITIONS FOR ELECTIONS
General Secretary (for 2 years)
Vice-Secretary (for 3 years)
Vice-Treasurer (for 3 years)
3 Members of the Health & Welfare
Commission (for 3 years)
3 Members of the Public Relations
Commission (for 3 years)
1 Controller (for 1year)
1 Assistant Controller (for 1year)

If you wish to participat in the most important FIFe event of
the year, book your stay as soon as possible at:

VILNIUS GRAND RESORT

EZerai€iy km., EZeraiCiy g. 2
LT-14200 Vilnius - Lithuania
Tel: + 370 5273 9700

DA reservations@vilniusresort.com
@  viniusgrandresortcom/en/

Your Member Country is also able to provide you with more
help and details and a dedicated booking discount code.

JUDGES TRAINING SEMINAR

Every year, on Saturday after the General Assembly, the
Judges and Standards Commission organises the annual
FIFe Judges Training Seminar.

Participating in the Seminar gives some allowances to the
Judges and the Students in attendance. Students can use
this Seminar for their training, as if 30 cats have been
collected, and Judges get their activity “star” and are
allowed to act as Examiners or Stage Supervisors.

This year the Commission prepared the following topics: a
complete update on the proposals just approved by the
General Assembly, Breed Lectures about LaPerm, Sacred
Birmans, Siberians and Neva Masquerade and a
comparison between Corin and golden in British.

More info and the complete agenda is available on the
FIFe website. An entry form is also available for those that
want to attend.

www.fifeweb.org @ page 2
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e October 24-25, Netherlands,
FIFe World Show

e November 7-8, Spain,
Mediterranean Winner Show

Gdansk, PL - July 25
Location: Novotel Marina Hotel
Address: Ul.Jelitkowska, 20
80-342, Gdansk
Topics:
e Colours: General Part
e Breed Presentation - Devon Rex
e Breed Presentation - Persian & Exotic
e Cat handeling during shows
For more info, check Felis Polonia’s website
(www.felispolonia.pl) or send an email to:
seminarium@felispolonia.eu

Lahti, FI- August?

Location: Lahti-Halli
Address: Salpausseldnkatu 7, 15110 Lahti
Topics:
» FIFe GA decisions concerning Judges and Student
Judges
e General part: Focus on faults
e Colours and Patterns
e ABY and SOM History
e How to read the ABY&SOM Standard
If you are interested to join, please send an email to

anne.paloluoma@gmail.com
www.fifeweb.org @ page 3
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_ fromthe
Health & Welfare Commiission

Revised Annex to the FIFe Breeding and Registration Rules

Following the decisions made at the last General Assembly, the FIFe Health and
Welfare Commission has published the updated Annexes to the Breeding and
Registration Rules. This restructuring prioritizes technical clarity and provides
breeders with a more efficient framework for navigating health requirements and
genetic screenings.

The previous format required breeders to cross-reference multiple lists to
determine requirements. The new version addresses several functional needs:

e Organized by Breed: Information is now categorized by breed first. This
consolidation allows for a more efficient search process, ensuring all relevant
data for a specific breed is available in one place.

e Enhanced Test Identification: To minimize diagnostic errors and ensure
accuracy, the Annexes now list both the pathology and the specific modified
gene. This clarity assists breeders in selecting the correct tests when working
with veterinary laboratories.

e Regulatory Context: Specific notes have been added to link each entry directly
to the corresponding Breeding and Registration Rule, clarifying the distinction
between mandatory requirements and recommendations.

¢ Integration with Scientific Resources: The Annexes now serve as a bridge to the
FIFe website. Rather than providing static summaries, the document links to a
dedicated digital repository containing full articles and scientific justifications
for each health protocol.

Obligatory Tests

Annex]1of the Breeding and Registration Rules

Key Shifts in Health & Welfare

| 8
p Table of Recommended or

A significant change in this version is the treatment of
clinical examinations. While certain screenings were
previously restricted to a narrow selection of breeds, the
new Annexes extend clinical examination guidelines to all
breeds. Furthermore, "Good Practices” have been
introduced for all breeders. This encourages a high level
of veterinary oversight across the organization—
regardless of whether a specific test is currently
mandatory for registration—as part of a commitment to
responsible breeding.

— www.fifeweb.org @ page 4
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A dynamic resource

A major benefit of this update is the shift toward a web-based
repository. By hosting the comprehensive webliography and
detailed explanations directly on the FIFe website, the HWC can keep
the information updated more easily. As new genetic discoveries
emerge, the commission can provide real-time health
recommendations without requiring a complete overhaul of the
primary rulebook.

By simplifying the structure and providing accessible scientific
resources, FIFe continues to support breeders in safeguarding the
future of feline breeds through the practical application of
veterinary science.

Breeders are encouraged to review the updated Annexes on the FIFe
website to ensure their breeding programs remain compliant with

the latest requirements.

Breed Test (gene) Indication
ABY/SOM Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency (PKLR) Recommended
Retinal Degeneration || (CEP290) Recommended
BAL/SIA, Gangliosidosis (GLB1) Recommended
OLH/OSH, Retinal Degeneration |l (CEP290) Obligatory (— § 6)
PEB
BEN Bengal progressive retinal atrophy (CEP29, KIF3B) Recommended
Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency (PKLR) Recommended
BLH/BSH Autoimmune Lymphoproliferative Syndrome (FASLG) Recommended
Pelycystic Kidney Di (PKD1) Recommended
BML Hypokalaemia (WNK4) Recommended
BOM Burmese Head Defect (ALX1) Obligatory (— § 7)
BUR Burmese Head Defect (ALX1) Recommended
Gangliosidosis (HEXB) Obligatory (— § 6)
Hypokalaemia (WNK4) Recommended
DRX Congenital Myasthenic Syndrome (COLQ) Obligatory (— § 6)
EXO/PER Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD1) Recommended
Progressive Retinal Atrophy (AIPL1) Recommended
KOR Gangliosidosis 1 (GLB1) and 2 (HEXB) Obligatory (— § 6)
LPL/LPS Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency (PKLR) Recommended
MCO Dominant Blue Eyes (PAX3) Obligatory (— § 6)
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (MyBPC3/A31P) Recommended
Spinal Muscular Atrophy (LIX1) Recommended
NFO Glycogen Storage Disease type |V (GBE1) Obligatory (— § 6)
RAG Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (MyBPC3/RB18W) Recommended
SIN Hypokalaemia (WNK4) Recommended
Pyruvate Kinase Deficiency (PKLR) Recommended
SPH Congenital Myasthenic Syndrome (COLQ) Recommended
SRL/SRS Polycystic Kidney Di (PKD1) Recommended

www.fifeweb.org @ page 5
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From WALLS to BRIDGES - the new era of sharing

For years, all structures within our Federation operated like islands. Others were viewed with
distrust or, in the best of cases, with indifference. This climate and lack of connection did
nothing but slow down our collective growth, duplicating errors and preventing good practices
from circulating.

Around three years ago, something started changing. We finally understood that in an
interconnected and fast-paced world, isolation is a luxury we can no longer afford.

Through strategic awareness we have finally realized that the individual's experience is a
heritage for everyone. Thus, the desire for change has been transformed into concrete actions.
We now understand we cannot speak of ‘me,” but of "us." And communication has become,
and we hope it will continue to be, the engine that fuels the FIFe’s growth.

To truly grasp the value of this new direction, look at the initiatives taking place across our
organization. We witness new synergy everywhere.

During the last years, the Judges and Standards Commission has been working hand-in-hand
with the Breed Councils to bring about major improvements to our breed standards.

At the same time, all FIFe bodies came together to create a shared “code of ethics” that sets a
clear standard for both breeders and exhibitors at cat shows.

Our creative side is slowly improving too, with the Public Relations Commission and Breed
Councils teaming up on graphic projects for various breeds.

Behind the scenes, there has been a relentless exchange of ideas between the Commissions
and the Board to find the best possible solutions for the smooth recognition of new colours.
Judges started talking openly to each other about topics of purely their own interest.

And we could list a lot more!
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It's all about the constant interaction and the open sharing of ideas, '
projects, and proposals that keep us moving forward. The expression of a
desire for change that does not want to remain just on paper.

New technologies helped us immensely and continues to do so, to keep
us pace with the times, to share with immediacy, and to be as effective as
we possibly can.

Our Federation moved away from being a collection of isolated groups to
become a living organism where competence and transparency must
continue to flow freely, for us, for the breeders that put their trust in our
common principles, and above all, for our beloved cats, the beginning
and the ultimate goal of our passions.

M www.fifeweb.org @ page 6
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April 23-27, 2026

9 WHERE

The Terrace, Exhibition Center
Liverpool, Kings Docs
Liverpool L3 4FP

https://worldcatcongress.org

AGENDA

e April 23 - Delegate arrival

e April 25 - Seminar and
Open meeting

e April 26 - Cat Show

e April 27 - Business Meeting
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World Cat Congress

promoting harmony in the cat fancy
WCC meeting - FIFe proposals

The Wolrd Cat Congress is an international alliance of the world’s leading
cat organisations aiming to promote cooperation on various common
subjects, like pedigrees, cat welfare, responsible breeding and the cat fancy
in gerenal.

The Delegates meet every year since its fundation in 1994 in different parts
of the world, and this year is the turn of GCCF in UK to organize the events.
This meeting will take place in Liverpool (GB) between 23 and 27 April and
FIFe will bring 4 important proposals:

l.Harmonization of the EMS system, with the proposal to establish a
dedicated working group that would develop recommendations for the
harmonized development and implementation of nhew EMS codes, and
serve as consulting body in case new codes are introduced.

2.Parentage testing and pedigree documentation which is aimed to adopt
a uniform recommendation regarding parental DNA verification, uniform
nomenclature on pedigrees and the use of microchip number
identification, to guarantee integrity, traceability and international
credibility of pedigrees.

3.Sustainable breeding and Health Assessment, to reinforce responsible
breeding principles and safeguard the long-term health and welfare of
pedigree cats

4.Judge Guidelines and Show practices to ensure that judging and show
practices actively support sustainable breeding and animal welfare.

Our FIFe delegate will be the Vice-Treasurere, Karl Preiss, and the Advisor will
be Sara Moroni, Chairman of the FIFe Health and Welfare Commission.
During the upcoming General Assembly a report will be presented to our
Member Countries.

if you share our passon and principles and if you are looking for a
reliable, historical, solid structure that supports your breeding and

€ 2 NOT A FlFe takes care of the health and welfare of all cats, JOIN US!
MEMBER YET? - - icati

Find your Members Country and fill out your application.
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