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Europeans are intelligent and playful,
adaptable and balanced, and tend to handle
changes and an active home very well, making
them suitable for families with children.
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The breed has its origin in the beginning of the 20th
century. As the popularity of especially longhaired
cats was booming with the arising popularity of the
cat fancy and cat breeds, a wish to preserve the
original Nordic cats emerged.

The European is one of the oldest breeds and predates FIFe. The earliest pictures of Europeans, with a
breed description, which makes it clear the breed was an established breed, can be found in cat books
from the ‘30s.

In the history of painting, most cats are pictured as shorthaired, harmonious and curious creatures.
According to genetic research cats were domesticated in the area known as the Fertile Crescent around
8000 years ago. There is evidence of cats spreading from Southeast Asia to Europe as early as 4400 B.C,
with a second wave of cats coming from Egypt 1500 B.C.

The aim of breeding European is to keep the type of the breed as close to those original cats.




I|.— FIFe - Fédération Internationale Féline EUR - European Shorthair
I__v A leading cat fanciers society

Temperament
R

The personality of a European Shorthair should be
much like the aim of the standard; a very
harmonious cat with a robust psyche able to handle
the life of an active family without problem:s.

They are medium active with good capability to
entertain themselves with a toy or similar - without
being destructive. Both body and mind are curious
and agile, but they prefer catching insects in the
fenced garden to learning to open doors or
emptying the shelf for everything on it. A European
Shorthair without access to a fenced garden etc.
will benefit greatly from having another animal, cat
or dog, as companion for creating stimuli in the still
indoor environment.

Appearance
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The European is a medium to large, well-muscled,
robust and supple cat. The head is large with well-
developed cheeks and slightly rounded forehead with |
medium nose length.

The eyes are large, rounded and set slightly oblique.
The ears are medium, with rounded tips.

The coat is short, glossy, dense and springy in texture.
They are recognized in black, blue, black tortie, blue
tortie, red, cream and pure white. Classic (blotched),
mackerel and spotted tabby are, together with
silver/smoke, allowed in all colours. The solid colours,
without tabby or smoke, are allowed to have white
spotting from bicolour to van. The scale of points in
the standard is very balanced so no part of the cat s &
more important than others. Europeans are presumed F 4‘?
to be totally free of any mixture with other breeds.
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Breed Councils provide a voice for individuals with an interest in a breed, within the FIFe

structure. You can join a Breed Council if you are Member of a National FIFe Member.

EUR BC PRC Check the relevant info and the list of Breed Councils at this link:
https://fifeweb.org/cats/breed-councils/
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