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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FIFe BOARD 
05/25 – 22.11.2025 – Vienna (AT) 

 
Attendees 
Mrs. Annette Sjödin - President  Mr. Veikko Saarela - Vice-President 
Mr. Jürg Keller-Friškovec - Treasurer Mr. Karl Preiss - Vice-Treasurer  
Mr. Charles Spijker - Acting General Secretary    

Abbreviations used 
• AGS – Acting General Secretary 
• BCA – Breed Council Administrator  
• BCR – Breed Council Rules 
• BRC – Breeding & Registration Commission 
• BRR – Breeding & Registration Rules  
• CNA – Cattery Name Administrator 
• DC – Disciplinary Commission 
• FIFeF – FIFe Feline Fund 
• GA – General Assembly 
• GR – General Rules 
• GS – General Secretary 
 

• HWC – Health & Welfare Commission 
• JR – Judges Rules 
• JSC – Judges & Standard Commission 
• PRC – Public Relations Commission 
• SC – Show Commission 
• SCA – Show Calendar Administrator 
• SR – Show Rules 
• VCM – Video Conference Meeting 
• VS – Vice Secretary 
• WCC – World Cat Congress 

1. Opening of the Meeting 
The President opened the meeting at 08:10. 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
The AGS prepared the agenda for this meeting. The agenda was approved. 

3. Approval of previous Minutes 
The Minutes of the meeting 04/25 on 23.08.2025 had been approved and were sent to the 
Members on 01.09.2025. 

4. Matters arising from or omitted in previous Minutes 
FAF-FR (RO) requested a correction in item 7.1.m of the minutes of Board meeting 04/25. The 
correction was made in the public version of these minutes. 
 

5. Financials 
5.1 Members’ and Patronage Members’ Payments 

FAF-FR (RO) has 4 overdue invoices. The oldest dates from 05.06.2025. After the 
payments at the GA no further payments have been made. The Treasurer has sent 
reminders. 

5.2 FIFe Feline Fund – FIFeF 
a. The total amount in the fund was now EUR 51’323.58.  
b. The Treasurer felt uncomfortable there are still no concrete projects which should be 

supported by the Feline Fund. He expressed that we could not only support new, but also 
existing projects. 

c. The HWC had been in contact with Prof. Leslie Lyons, and the BC CYM/MAN. Mrs. Lyons 
gave positive feedback about the possibility to set a genetic study on the Manx Syndrome. 
The HWC suggested to fund this project through the FIFe Feline Fund.  
The Board appreciated the proposal and established – based on our breeding and show 
statistics – that most CYM/MAN in FIFe were bred/shown in Finland. Then the Vice-
President pointed out that the Finnish Member Suomen Kissaliitto has its own feline fund. 
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He would give the HWC more background information, including how this fund is dealing 
with applications for granting research requests. 

d. The HWC sent a proposal for the establishment of a pilot scholarship project funded by 
FIFe Feline Fund the day before the meeting. The Board decided that more time is needed 
to study and discuss the proposal and will deal with the matter at the January meeting. 

5.3 Other Financial Matters 
Nothing to report.  

6. Organisational Matters 
6.1 Internal Matters 
a. The work on creating electronic archives accessible by functionaries and the electronic 

archive for the FIFe Secretariat is in progress. To this purpose the Board looks at several 
offers. 

b. The HWC asked the Board about the possibility of creating a digital repository for scientific 
literature on purebred cats, regularly updated and accessible by all commissions and 
Members. The Board decided such a library would best be part of the ongoing work to 
create electronic archives accessible by functionaries (see item 6.1.a). 

c. The safeguarding of the paper archive as kept by the deceased GS, as well as the 
materials used during General Assemblies, is still ongoing and is coordinated by the 
President.  

6.2 Registration Matters 
a. Since 29.09.2025 FIFe is officially registered in Switzerland as an association with UID-

number CHE-296.406.433. 
b. The bank account for FIFe at UBS (Switzerland) AG, CH-8090 Zürich has been opened.  

IBAN:   CH57 0023 0230 9210 6160 M   
SWIFT/BIC:  UBSWCHZH80A. 
The dedicated IBAN number for the FIFe Feline Fund is available on the FIFe website, 
section Feline Fund. 
From now on, all payments towards FIFe need to be made on these accounts. 

c. The personal presence of the President and the Treasurer was needed for opening these 
accounts. The electronical access to the accounts for the President and the Treasurer could 
also been applied for at that time and is currently pending. 

d. The current accounts will be closed. After this, the de-registration in the Luxembourg 
register will start. 

6.3 GDPR – General Data Protection Regulation  
FIFe follows the GDPR regulations regarding the storage of personal data. 

7. Members 
7.1  General  
a. FFF (FR) – new secretary (see the Members list on the website). 
b. FFB (BR) – new secretary (see the Members list on the website). 
c. AFA (AR) – new board members (see the Members list on the website). 
d. FFF (FR) sent a request for re-instatement of Mr. Philippe de Guerny Ventura, who 

resigned as a FIFe Judge for personal reasons as from 01.01.2020. The Board decided to 
ask the JSC for a recommendation (see item 13.3.c). 

e. FPL (PL) asked for direct contact with the HWC regarding health-related matters and 
discuss a project of scientific research for certain breeds in Poland. The Board agreed.  

f. FPL (PL) sent a request to host a Judges Seminar in Gdansk on Saturday 25.07.2026, not 
connected with any show. The Board agreed with the date, the approval of the agenda by 
the JSC was still pending.  
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7.2  Patronage Membership 
Nothing to report 

7.3  Individual Membership Changes 
a. ASFE (ES) asked for a clarification of the FIFe rules regarding change of membership. 

They received a request from an individual, member in FFH (CH), wishing to change 
membership to ASFE. They contacted the FFH club and confirmed there are no disciplinary 
or financial issues involving the person in question. However, ASFE was informed that 
according to FFH’s internal rules, leaving the club is not possible before 31.12.2025.  
The Board answered that when national rules regarding membership are in place, these 
need to be respected. 

8. Breeding & Registration / Cattery Names 
a. FFL-LCC (LU) asked for the correct designation of EMS codes for CORIN NEM: is it for 

example NEM nus 21 or NEM nsu 21? The Board answered that the correct representation 
is NEM nsu 21 and its colour description is Neva Masquerade seal silver corin tabby point. 

b. FD (DK) asked how to register a “carnelian” Kurilean Bobtail appearing on an imported 
pedigree in their Pedigree Book. The Board decided to ask the BRC for their 
recommendation (see item 13.5.d). 

c. FRU (RU) asked for a clarification regarding the registration of Maine Coons with eye colour 
codes 61 and 63. The Board decided to ask the BRC and HWC for a joint statement 
concerning the 3 questions asked (see item 13.6.c). 

d. Felis Belgica (BE) sent a request for deletion of a cattery name. The owner left FIFe in 
December 2023 but asked to maintain the cattery name for the time being in case breeding 
activities would be reactivated. However, breeding under the same cattery name was 
continued by the breeder‘s partner in a non-FIFe organisation and there had been several 
complaints against this cattery in the past months. FBe wanted to distance itself and FIFe 
from this breeder. The Board agreed with deleting the cattery name. 

e. Felis Belgica (BE) asked for a clarification how it was possible that a deleted cattery name 
(see item 8.d) could be re-issued to another FIFe Member again within a few weeks, even 
without any consultation by this new Member nor by the Board. The Board noted there was 
no request from FBe to not use the name again nor existing rules in place to block the 
name for a certain time period. FBe also wrote that they trusted the new Member to act 
accordingly in the matter at hand. Therefore, the request to re-issue the name was granted. 

f. EKL-Felix (EE) asked for a clarification of country codes in cattery names. The Board 
answered that the country code is not an integrated part of a cattery name (exception listed 
in Breeding & Registration Rules, Annex 3). For that reason, in case of a membership 
change, it is up to the new Member to change the country code if they wish to do so. The 
CNA must be informed by the new Member about the change of the individual member to 
their organisation. 

9. Shows 
a. Mundikat (NL) referred to an email message which they sent to the GS in September 2024, 

dealing with matters regarding Felikat shows. They stated they never received an answer. 
The Board decided not to follow up on this matter in view of its timeframe. 

b. Mundikat (NL) informed they would like to organise the North Sea Winner Show on 24-
25.01.2026, just one week before the scheduled American Winner Show. As the 2025 GA 
accepted a proposal that Winner Shows cannot be organised during consecutive 
weekends, they asked for an exception. The Board decided to ask the SC for a 
recommendation (see item 13.4.b). 

c. On behalf of one of their members, Felikat (NL) forwarded a complaint on the conduct of 
Mrs. Thea Friškovec-Keller (CH), during judging at the North Sea Winner Show 2025.  
After evaluating the letter, the Board decided not to follow up on matters which singled a 
few words out of the total context to draw certain conclusions. 
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d. ANFI (IT) sent two additional questions regarding item 9.4.c in Board meeting minutes 
04/25. The Board decided to ask the SC for their opinion (see item 13.4.a). 

e. ANFI (IT) wrote they are evaluating combined FIFe-CFA shows. They wondered if an 
exception could be granted for FIFe Judges to officiate at both shows (one day in CFA and 
one day in FIFe) or just one day in CFA. The Board appreciates the cooperation between 
FIFe and other feline organisations in holding so-called multi-system shows but feels that 
such shows should be separated regarding the judges. 

f. ASFE (ES) sent a request to organise the MSW in November 2026, after CPF (PT) had 
confirmed they would not be able to host the event that year. ASFE asked for an exception 
to allow ASFE to host the MSW during that month. The Board decided to ask the SC for 
their recommendation (see item 13.4.c). 

g. FFF (FR) sent the 5th request this year for exception to organise international shows with 
less than 150 cats in the catalogue. The Board decided to grant this exception and informed 
FFF that no more exceptions would be granted for the next 6 months in case of shows with 
less than 130 cats. 

h. FFH (CH) sent the 6th request this year for exception to organise international shows with 
less than 150 cats in the catalogue. As the Board understood the difficult situation FFH is 
facing, the exception was granted and FFH was asked to consider reducing the number of 
shows in the future, to achieve no or lesser exceptions would be needed. 

i. With reference to item 8.c in Board meeting minutes 04/25 regarding the date of the WS 
2027, ČSCH-SCHK (CZ) informed they had carried out an extensive review of all available 
event locations within the Czech Republic, including Prague, Brno and other secondary 
venues. This review showed that the most responsible and professional solution is to 
maintain the World Show in Prague. Therefore, ČSCH-SCHK asked the Board to 
reconsider their request and approve the proposed date shift by adjusting the date to one 
week earlier. After a lengthy discussion, the Board agreed to hold the WS 2027 in Prague 
on 23-24.10.2027.  

10. Judges 
a. Mrs. Ksenia Karpinska (SE) notified the Board she changed her surname to Sjöbom and 

email address. 
b. Mrs. Petra Černá (US) asked for an exception to be listed as an active judge in 2026, even 

though she would not judge three times in 2025. The Board discussed the request and 
decided not to grant the exception. 

c. Mr. Rui Pacheco (IT) asked for help with what to do when a FIFe Member does not react to 
his request for permission to judge at a non-FIFe show in the concerning country. As this is 
a matter between the judge and the FIFe Member, the Board does not interfere or 
intermediate but could only advice to send a reminder.  

d. Mrs. Sabine Mösch (CH) sent her answers to her reactivation questionnaire. The JSC 
checked these answers and found them acceptable. The JSC recommended Mrs. Mösch to 
take good note of all changes of the latest years. Mrs. Mösch was informed that she was 
re-instated as an International FIFe All Breed Judge as from 18.11.2025. 

11. Student Judges 
a. FFH (CH) informed that the preliminary exam of Mrs. Katja Veeravahu was postponed to 

27.09.2025. The venue would be Rothenburg and the invigilators Mrs. Stéphanie Feyfar 
and Mr. Jürg Keller-Friškovec. 

b. CPF (PT) asked for the addition of a second category for their student judge Mrs. Leonor 
Amaro, who passed her preliminary exam in September 2025. The Board discussed the 
request in the context of the proposal accepted by the 2025 GA to permit student judges to 
start their training in a second category only at least one year after the date of the first 
student judge activity in their first category. CPF was advised to send a request for an 
additional category when this period has elapsed. 
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c. FFF (FR) asked the Board, in copy sent to ANFI, if the FFF show in Saint-Donat-Sur-
Herbasse on the 28.11.2025 where category 1 cats could obtain 2 certificates on the same 
day would be appropriate for the already permitted practical judge’s exam of Mr. Alessio 
Schiavon (IT) in that category. The Board answered to all parties involved that this matter 
needs to be handled by and solved between FFF/the show organiser and ANFI/Alessio 
Schiavon. After FFF withdrew their agreement to host the exam, ANFI sent a request for the 
exam to take place in Ferrara (IT) on 09-10.01.2026. This request was permitted.  

12. Breed Councils 
a. The BCA informed that the only member of the BC GRX, Mrs. Inge Winter (NL), would act 

as the BC secretary. 
b. The BCA forwarded a letter from the BC SPH, containing a formal objection against the 

exclusion of SPH from the CEW 2026 and asking for immediate FIFe intervention. The 
Board referred to their statement issued on social media and banned breeds in several 
countries and asked the BC, with all respect for their work, to focus on the domains of their 
advisory capacity as stipulated in the Breed Council Rules article 1: breed standards, 
breeding rules and health issues. 

c. The BCA forwarded a letter from the BC SPH. They respectfully requested to consider 
ways to include all recognised breeds in the federation’s international framework, even if 
local hosting countries temporarily restrict the presence of certain breeds. They felt this 
could be achieved by organising (a) Special Hairless Breed Presentations outside of 
restricted areas, or (b) Virtual Judging Options, or (c) Ensuring the World Show rotation 
avoids locations where recognised breeds are legally banned. They also asked to approve 
the proposed clarification in the Sphynx standard regarding natural absence of whiskers. 
The Board decided to ask the JSC and SC for their recommendations (see items 13.3.e 
and 13.4.d). 

d. The BCA forwarded a request from the BC SPH for direct contact with the HWC regarding 
the subject “Scientific Initiative on Hairlessness and Whisker Morphology”. The Board 
agreed. 

13. Commissions 
13.1 Statutes, Rules, Standards, EMS System & forms 
a. The Members, functionaries and judges would be sent a form in which they could indicate if 

they wished to receive the booklets of the 2026 Rules / Standards or would use the 
electronic versions made available on the website. 

b. All 2026 versions of the Rules & Standards had been confirmed by the respective 
commissions. The Board was thankful to the commissions for their work and checking. 

13.2 Seminars and lectures 
a. The JSC announced the next 3 online rare breed lectures were scheduled: 

• Thursday 25.09.2025 – Japanese Bobtail – lecturer: Mrs. Pia Nyman 
• Wednesday 05.11.2025 – Cymric/Manx – lecturer: Mrs. Pia Nyman 
• Wednesday 07.01.2026 – Snowshoe – lecturer: Mrs. Nathalie Smits-Peelen. 
The details of these breed lectures were published on the website. 

b. The JSC sent the list of participants at the following lectures:  
• 20.08.2025 – Sokoke – 16 student judges and 8 judges registered; of these 15 student 

judges and 5 judges were present 
• 27.08.2025 – LaPerm – 17 student judges and 8 judges registered; of these 13 student 

judges and 6 judges were present 
• 25.09.2025 – Japanese Bobtail – 17 student judges and 8 judges registered; of these 15 

student judges and 6 judges were present.  
• 01/08/15.10.2025 – Compulsory Student Judges Webinar – 9 student judges and 6 

judges registered, of these all 9 student judges and 3 judges in attendance of the whole 
webinar. 
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• 05.11.2025 – Cymric/Manx – 20 student judges and 4 judges registered; of these 17 
student judges and all 4 judges were present. 

c. The JSC was asked to approve the agenda of the seminar which FPL would organise on 
25.07.2026 (see item 7.1.f). 

13.3 Judges & Standards Commission  
a. The JSC asked the Board permission to hold a live meeting on Warsaw (PL) on the 

30.11.2025 and provided a cost estimate. The Board agreed and approved the budget. 
b. The JSC asked the Board permission to organise an online meeting with all the judges. 

They would like to present their ideas on creating a Judges Committee and get feedback 
from the judges, as well as collect ideas for GA proposals in advance with a form.  
The Board agreed. 

c. The JSC sent their recommendation on the request from FFF (FR) for re-instatement of Mr. 
Philippe de Guerny Ventura (see item 7.1.d) as International FIFe Judge. Their feedback 
showed various options. After evaluating and discussing the options, the Board concluded 
that a period of absence from the judges’ arena of 6 years is too long to be eligible for re-
instatement. Mr. De Guerny Ventura would be offered the opportunity to follow the judges’ 
training programme again, however without any requirements to act as a steward, sitting a 
preliminary exam or being guided by a Mentor Judge. 

d. The JSC sent the minutes of their meetings on 17.09.2025 and 29.10 2025. 
e. The JSC was asked for their recommendation regarding SPH at shows (see item 12.c). 
13.4 Show Commission  
a. The SC answered some additional questions from ANFI about a single breed show for 

MCO (see item 9.d): the show exclusively for the Maine Coon breed needs to have at least 
150 entries and the show at the same time for cats of other breeds also needs to have at 
least 150 entries. Then a few next questions on the matter were asked by ANFI which were 
directly answered by the Board. 

b. The SC sent their recommendation on the NSW 2026 date to not to allow Mundikat to 
organise the NSW show one week before the AW show (see item 9.b). The SC based this 
decision on the fact that they themselves brought a proposal to the 2025 GA about 
consecutive weekends, which was accepted. The Board discussed the matter and decided 
to grant the exception asked for, as geographical situations should be taken into 
consideration. 

c. The SC sent their recommendation to grant the exception, given the circumstances ASFE 
(ES) and the MW-group are in (see item 9.f). However, if organised in any weekend in 
November 2026 after the weekend of 7/8 November, the SC believed that ASFE would 
need to have at least written approval from the country or countries within the group that 
currently have already shows scheduled. The Board then decided to consult Mundikat (NL), 
the World Show 2026 organiser, as the dates of the MSW and WS 2026 would be close.  

d. The SC was asked for their recommendation regarding SPH at shows (see item 12.c). 
13.5 Breeding & Registration Commission 
a. The BRC sent the minutes of their online meeting held on 28.07.2025. 
b. The BRC noticed that during the Bombay preliminary recognition phase, FIFe pedigrees for 

cats belonging to this breed were issued in LO instead of RIEX by Felis Polonia.  
The Board asked the BRC to directly contact Members on matters arising from pedigrees of 
preliminary recognised breeds/varieties. The BRC did contact FPL who confirmed they 
made corrections and will keep register the breed in RIEX during the preliminary recognition 
phase. 

c. The BRC sent their recommendation on how to register a “carnelian” Kurilean Bobtail 
appearing on an imported pedigree (see item 8.b). Carnelian in KBL/KBS is caused by a 
mutation in the MCR1 gene, leading to the suppression of production of eumelanin (black 
pigment), as in amber in NFO. The mutation works earlier than with amber with the 
suppression starting pre-natal and many kittens being born already looking red. Being a 
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mutation in the same gene, the BRC believed that it is logical to use the EMS code ‘t’ and 
asked to assign the EMS codes KBL/KBS ‘t’ for use for the carnelian colour in Kurilean 
Bobtails to solve the registration issues. As a non-recognised colour variety, carnelian cats 
should be registered as an ‘x’-variety in the RIEX. The Board agreed and noted that 
carnelian cats may occur in agouti and non-agouti varieties, including silver, in analogy to 
NFO amber. 

d. Additionally, the Board asked the BRC if carnelian cats were bred in FIFe, should they be 
DNA-tested for carnelian to permit registration with this genotype? A similar requirement is 
in place for corin cats. The BRC answered that DNA-testing was required in the preliminary 
phase for corin as this already was a very common variety in the actual breeds, and the 
cats have been registered and exhibited as golden. To distinguish corin from golden, a DNA 
test was required. The BRC stated this was a special situation which they do not want to be 
a template for further registrations of new colour varieties. The Board agreed. 

13.6 Health & Welfare Commission  
a. The HWC refreshed the two surveys on EU Proposals which were then sent to our 

European Members. They were informed that the window is still open to submit their 
feedback. 

b. The European Commission informed the Board that FIFe had not been selected as a 
member of the EU Platform on Animal Welfare (refer to Board Meeting Minutes 04/25, item 
9.6.d). 

c. The HWC sent the joint BRC/HWC clarification asked for by FRU (RU) regarding the 
registration of MCO with eye colour codes 61 and 63 (see item 8.c).  
FRU asked 3 questions which the BRC/HWC answered: 
(1) We know about 3 different types of PAX3 genes (DBE-ALT, DBE-CEL, DBE-RE). Which 
one is the purpose of the investigation?  
The BRC/HWC answered: There are at least 4 known DBE mutations clearly identified. The 
relevant mutations for Dominant Blue Eyes (DBE) in Maine Coons are: 
- DBE-RE (Rociri Elvis mutation): PAX3:c.937C>T.  
The study has been published in the second half of 2024 and the proposal on mandatory 
testing is based on this. This mutation must be tested. 
- DBE-AGO (Agostino mutation): PAX3:c.160del.  
This study has been published only in June 2025, this mutation should be recommended 
and included, however there is not a commercial test available at the time of this 
recommendation. As was remarked in the 2025 GA agenda, the HWC will update and 
inform whenever the relevant DBE tests become available within the MCO breed for other 
mutations, as well as for other breeds. The other two mentioned mutations are not 
impacting on the MCO population in a relevant way, and it is not advised to test for such. 
(2) If parents don’t have blue eyes, does that mean they are negative (NN)? For non-blue 
eyed cats testing is not obligatory. We had several cases of blue-eyed kittens after yellow-
eyed parents. How to proceed?  
The BRC/HWC answered: Non blue-eyed parents can have a blue-eyed offspring. Both the 
HWC and BRC agree that BRR 6.14 states "when breeding MCO," thus testing on blue-
eyed specimens must be performed, prior to breeding, only if they will be bred. 
(3) If parents have status NN or NM (one of them), and we have got babies with colours 03, 
09, or without white, but with 61/63 eyes, how to register them?  
The BRC/HWC answered: These cats shall be registered in RIEX, as all non-recognised 
variants. 
The Board agreed with the answers to questions 1 and 2, but considered the answer on 
question 3 too general. Furthermore, a contradiction was noted between the current rule 
that blue eyed cats need to be registered as XLH, cannot be used for breeding and cannot 
be re-registered, while the additional new rule valid per 01.01.2026 permits breeding with 
PAX3 free blue (and odd-)eyed cats. The Board asked the BRC for clarification on how 
registrars should proceed to achieve correct and uniform registration, including registration 
examples for the varieties 61 and 63 (first registration as well as – if applicable – re-
registration after processing test results).  
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d. The chair of the HWC forwarded her written answers to the interview in the context of an 
EU Commission study on traceability and genetics on cats and dogs. 

e. The HWC sent the joint BRC/HWC recommendation regarding falsified RAG pedigrees 
(see Board Meeting Minutes 04/25, item 12.c). Their investigation determined that several 
cats, primarily registered with CFA and some with TICA, but none with FIFe, were falsely 
identified using fabricated pedigree details. The BRC/HWC suggested these identified cats 
to be considered as novices for registration purposes and to formally distribute the 
consolidated list of falsified pedigrees to all Members to ensure their own Pedigree books 
are updated. The Board considered this matter very complex and felt additional information 
was needed to decide on the credibility of the consolidated list. As the list was suggested to 
be distributed to the Members, they would also be involved and asked questions on the list. 

f. The HWC informed that the "Choose Health Coaltion" will meet in Brussels (BE) and there 
would be an official launch of the baseline report. They felt that the presence of FIFe in the 
audience, would be important. Mrs. Gabrielle Amsterdam (Felikat), Mr. Joeri Vanrusselt and 
Mr. Kristof Van Roy (both FBe) were in attendance. 

g. The HWC sent the minutes of their meetings on 07.01.2025, 19.05.2025 and 20.08.2025. 
13.7 Disciplinary Commission 

Nothing to report 
13.8 Public Relations Commission 
a. The PRC sent the final designs of the new Judges’ diploma. They also sent the designs for 

the different types of Judges seminars, including breed lectures.  
b. The PRC sent the minutes of their online meeting held on 17.09.2025. 
c. The PRC developed several breed flyers; these will be published shortly on the website. 
d. The PRC would be granted access to the website to create content and develop web 

pages. 

14. Website & Social Media 
a. Whilst dealing with item 13.6.e (Falsified RAG pedigrees), the HWC/BRC noted that certain 

expressions by RAG breeders on social media is proving detrimental. The commissions 
advised the Board to make note on this matter. 

b. Social media and Code of Ethics: the announcement of the ban of hairless cats by the 
Dutch government has created an outburst on social media in which FIFe breeders, 
exhibitors and judges participated. The Board understood all emotions at play but appeals 
to all to revisit and always respect our Code of Ethics for breeders and exhibitors (Show 
Rules 1.2.2), the Code of Ethics for judges (Judges Rules article 1.3). 

c. The 2026 versions of the Rules & Standards and official forms would be made available for 
downloading on the website in the second half of December. 

15. General Assemblies 
a. The Supervisors of the 2025 GA minutes (Mrs. Sarah Johnson – English, Mrs. Britta Busse 

– German, Mr. Marc Girardin – French) checked and verified these minutes. The Board 
thanked them for their excellent cooperation and work. The minutes in all languages and 
the annexes were sent to the Members and functionaries on 22.09.2025; the public version 
of the minutes was made available for downloading on the website. 

b. The week programme of the 2026 GA in Vilnius (LT) will be the same as for the 2025 GA.  
c. As in previous years, the Vice-Treasurer will be the contact point regarding the booking of 

the GA hotel accommodation for FIFe functionaries. 
d. SFDH (HR) offered the Board to host a future GA in Croatia and asked for more information 

on the necessary requirements. The Vice-Treasurer would provide the requested 
information. 
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16. World Cat Congress 
a. The HWC chairman informed that the WCC asked to provide the names of the two FIFe 

representatives for the WCC Health Committee. She proposed Mrs. Jurgita Gustaitiene 
(LT), as she has a wide expertise in the relations with governmental bodies and EU 
legislation. The Board decided to appoint Mrs. Gustaitiene for a period of 2 years (i.e. until 
the WCC in 2027).  

b. The WCC secretary sent the suggested wording for a statement to be issued by Royal 
Canin on their initiative “The Choose Health Coalition: United for the Future of Cats and 
Dogs”. The Board agreed with publication on the WCC website.  

c. The WCC secretary sent the minutes of the 2025 WCC meeting. These minutes would 
become available on the WCC website. 

d. The WCC secretary asked whether FIFe could support with the suggestion for WCC to 
submit a letter as part of the consultation list to support ACF, CCCA & Ancats (AU) 
regarding the removal of the Bengal from the live import list by the Australian government. 
The Board agreed. 

e. The WCC secretary asked to provide the names of the FIFe representatives to the WCC 
2026 hosted by GCCF in Liverpool (GB) on 23-27.04.2026. After consultation of the 
commissions, it was decided that Mr. Karl Preiss would be the delegate and Mrs. Sara 
Moroni would be the advisor. Mrs. Annette Sjödin would be attending the meeting in her 
capacity as WCC Vice-President. The FIFe delegate would ask the Members and 
commissions for their input regarding proposals to the WCC 2026. 

f. For the 2026 WCC meeting it was decided that FIFe will nominate Mr. Robbie Walker for 
the position of WCC Secretary and Mrs. Annette Sjödin for the position of WCC Vice-
President. 

g. The chair of the WCC Health Committee, Mrs. Sara Moroni, attended the meeting the 
Choose Health Coalition (CHC) had in October in Brussels (BE) and sent the minutes of 
this meeting. She asked the Board for permission to prepare an abstract or article for 
publication on the FIFe website. The Board decided that all information on the CHC should 
be provided on the WCC website. 

17. Any Other Business 
Nothing to report 

18. Next Board Meetings 
• Tuesday 20.01.2026 + Wednesday 21.01.2026  – VCM – time schedule TBD 
• Saturday 28.03.2026 – Vienna (AT) 
• Tuesday 26.05.2026 – Vilnius (LT) - in connection with the General Assembly 

19. Close of the Meeting 
The meeting closed at 17:15 hours. 
 
Annette Sjödin – President             Charles Spijker – Acting General Secretary 
 


