F MERRY
FIFe NEWS HAPPY NEW YEAR

December 2025

Message from the President,
Mrs. Annette Sjodin

Dear Members, Judges and Functionaries,

The year 2025 has come to an end and a lot has happened
during the year — good things and unfortunately also some sad
things, such as friends who left us but also matters regarding ban
of breeds in some countries.

We are, at last, now registered in Switzerland and by the end of

\ 3 the year the FIFe accounts will be moved from Luxemburg.

9 The World Cat congress accepted the proposal from FIFe about a

Health and Welfare Commission and we have two members in
this commission, Sara Moroni as chairman and Jurgita
Gustatiene as a member.
CFA & TICA had a proposal to have a Legislation committee, also this proposal was carried — our
member in this group is Yulia Skabovska. | hope that these two commissions will be able to work
for the benefit of our cats and the possibility to continue being able to accept all breeds at our FIFe
shows.
The World Show in Romania was a success and | thank everyone being part of this event;
exhibitors, stewards, Judges and “Felis Romania”.
The GA 2026 will be held in Vilnius and | am sure it will, as always, be a nice and constructive
meeting where we are able to meet each other and also have some good time together.
FIFe News letter... well not so much news, but | want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
2 Annette Sj6din, FIFe President
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Save
the date
2026

January 7, Online Rare Breed
Lecture on Snowshow (SNO)
for Students and Judges
January 24-25, Hardenberg
(NL), North Sea winner Show
Jan. 31-Feb 1, Querétaro, (MX)
American Winner Show
February 21-22, Graz (AT),
Central European Winner
Show

March 21-22, Pushkin (RU),
Eurasian Winner Show

April 18-19, Kolding (DK),
Scandinavian Winner Show
May 2-3, Kaunas (LT), Baltic
Winner Show

May 28-29 - Vilnius (LT), FIFe

General Assembly

May 30 - Vilnius (LT) FIFe GA
Judges Seminar

July 25 - Gdansk (PL), Judges
Training Seminar organized by
Felis Polonia (FPL)

October 24-25, Netherlands,

FIFe World Show
November 7-8, Spain,
Mediterranean Winner Show
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NEWS from the SECRETARIAT

Judges Engagement Forms: Utilising an online form to
gather Judges' engagement has proven to be an effective
approach. With this new way of working, Judges can access
their individual form, update information, submit it, and
receive confirmation. This simplifies the process for the
Secretariat, making it easier to collect all received
information in one file instead of in separate email
messages. In January the link for the 2026 engagement form
will be shared. Keep an eye on your email!

New Standards and Rules: Members, Judges and all officers
had to fill out an online form regarding the distribution of the
2026 version of the Rules and Standards in print and via
regular mail. This year, only the pages in the Standards that
have changed will be sent. All documents are consistently
accessible on the FIFe website in all three languages, as
usual.

New Forms (Students, Stewards, etc.): Starting January Ist,
new forms for Student Judges, stewards, breed council
applications and Judges’ exam applications, and more wiill
be available on the website. Please, use the forms for the
current year.

FIFe is happy to welcome our brand new Judges that passed their
first Judges’ exam and/or stage in 2025. Congratulations to:

Anne-Louise Nygaard Sadek (DK) - cat. 2

Mrs. Linnea Héglund (SE) - cat. 3

Mr. Harri Saari (SE) - cat. 4

Mrs. Karin Neergaard (NO) - cat. 4

Mrs. Nancy Klabunde (CH) - cat. 2

Mrs. Ingrid Dall'Ora (IT) - cat. 3

Mr. Siemen Overboom (NL) - cat. 2
More Judges have been appointed in further categories.
Find the complete list HERE
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The FIFe World Show 2025 in

WORLDS-"-OW Romania, a celebration of

ROMANIA 2025 Feline Elegance

Johanna Abgottspon, member of the FIFe PR
Commission, and her wonderful Cornish Rex,
KCH, SE*DarkTown’s Zero Tolerance, JW
World Winner 2025, female kitten, class 12

Bucharest sparkled with feline magic on October 25-26,
2025, as Felis Romania proudly hosted the FIFe World Show,
the world’s largest international cat exhibition. Hundreds of
cats and their devoted owners from all over the world
gathered at Romexpo, presenting an extraordinary diversity
of breeds.

The event featured 24 international judges, who did
outstanding work in selecting the World Winners, ensuring
that each decision reflected the highest standards of feline
excellence.

But the show was more than a competition—it was a joyful
celebration of cats, filled with warmth, excitement, and
community spirit. Visitors were immersed in a vibrant
atmosphere, enjoying a flawlessly organized event that
brought together cat lovers from across the globe. The
energy was electric, the smiles were genuine, and the
shared passion for cats created unforgettable moments.
The FIFe World Show Romania 2025 was not just a contest—
it was a spectacular tribute to cats in all their beauty,
personality, and elegance, and a heartwarming reminder
that cats have the power to bring us together — to celebrate
their unique beauty, personality, and the special place they
hold in our hearts.
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cCommissions Show Commission (SC)
@ work

New titles in FiFe.

At the 2024 General Assembly in Parndorf (Austria), the
Romanian proposal to introduce a new title, was accepted. The
International Winner (IW) was born! After the example of the
National Winner and to promote international aspect of our cat
fanciers competition, FAF-FR felt that exhibitors, who showed
abroad, contributed to the international aspect of FIFe and
should be rewarded.

The General Assembly of Members agreed with them.

Now, at the end of 2025 and the start of 2026, the first
International Winners will be published by each FIFe Member in
accordance to their own national rules, but following the uniform
criteria, set by FIFe. The International Winner 2025 will be
awarded by each FIFe Member to maximum 15 cats of fully
recognised breeds in their own pedigree book, based on the
show results in classes 1to 12 or 14, outside their country.

We will be looking forward to the first set of International Winners
world wide!

@ WORK on...

The FIFe Show Commission had some brainstorm sessions the
past months to work on new ideas for the shows, within the
current FIFe system, to propose some refreshing thoughts and
entertaining ideas in order to give FIFe members new possibilities
and more flexibility at shows. During our monthly meetings we
set up a number of points and priorities on which we want to
work during the term of this commission (3 years). We also
welcome all creative input from the member countries to
integrate in our work.

Without going into detail on work in progress, the idea is and
remains to keep and reinforce the known FIFe show system. We
want to enhance the personal feedback, given by judges to the
exhibitors and the open way of judging within FIFe. What is good
must be reinforced and there is no need to change, just for the
sake of changing, however finding some nice twists can make
showing more fun for all.
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Breeding and Registration Commission (BRC)

Carnelian registration in Kurilians.

Although the carnelian variety is not recognized by FIFe, the FIFe
BRC would like to clarify the correct way to issue an imported
pedigree with carnelian cats in the ancestry. "=t " should be used,
since it is a mutation in the MCIR gene, as in amber in NFO.

The variety is an x-variety, and the cat itself must be registered in
the RIEX-register, until the carnelian cat is in 4th generation.
Example of EMS-code with carnelian: KBL x nt 24.

The main difference between the expression of this mutation in
these different breeds is that in NFO the colour change occurs
after birth, in Kurilians it can even occur before birth.

Camelian Kurilian Bobtail, described at the time as classic gobden tabby with pale toes.

Photo: Irina Sadovnikova.
Laft and top: Camelian
Kunilian, described at the
time as red tabby bicolour
with dark tail-tig.

Right: 2 week old camalian
Kurilian Bobtail itten, and
same cat at 12 months old.
The dark pigment has been
lost and it looks like a red
tabby cat.

pictures’ source: The Messybeast

@ WORK on...

The Breeding and Registration Commission is presently working
on 2 new breeds and 4 new colour varieties, all in preliminary
recognition phase.

The Commission is working, together with the JSC, the HWC and
the Breed Councils so that the work is ready for the General
Assembly 2026, for as many of these preliminary recognised
breeds and colours as possible

www.fifeweb.org @ page 5
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Judges and Standards Commission (JSC)

The FIFe Judges and Standards Commission has been
particularly active over the past few months, mainly in
matters related to the Student Judges training.

We organized the annual Compulsory Student Judges online
Seminar, updated the lectures, and prepared the “Rare
Breeds” presentations.

Sokoke, Cymric and Manx, LaPerm, and Japanese Bobtail have
already been presented, and we will conclude the series in
January lecturing about the Snowshoe.

Meanwhile, we have continued our regular work on updating
questionnaires and exam sets, which will be ready by the end
of the year.

Special attention has been given to the Breed Councils
involved in the preliminary breeds or variety recognition.

On the judges’ side, we are organizing the first Judges’ Online
Meeting which will take place at beginning of next year,
intended to become a recurring event for sharing opinions
and ideas among our Judges.

www.fifeweb.org @ page 6
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Public Relation Commission (PRC)

Keeping FIFe Connected
The Public Relations Commission has been busy behind the
scenes, working on several projects in cooperation with the
other Commissions, the Breed Councils and with the Board.
Here are some highlights:

e Sharing our stories: Newsletters and flyers have been
prepared and published. We're encouraging the Board to
share these materials not only on the website but also
across social media, so our community can enjoy and
spread the word more easily.

e Breed flyers: 13 beautiful flyers for 15 breeds have already
been created in cooperation with the Breed Councils, and
more will follow. These flyers will be used as “breed
profiles” and will be available online for everyone to
download and use at events or digitally.

e Fresh look for diplomas and certificates: Judges’
Diplomas and Certificates of Attendance now have a new
design, already approved and in use for seminars and
webinars.

e Looking ahead: online entry forms are being prepared for
the GA 2026 and GA Seminar 2026, making participation
smoother and more accessible.

e Exploring sponsorships: The Commission is starting to
investigate opportunities for long-term cooperation with
sponsors to support FIFe's activities.

The PRC’s goal is to make FIFe’s communication more
engaging, timely, and welcoming for all cat lovers.

Our work will continue next year and we will do our best to
respect our commitment and to promote FIFe’s activity and
principles at our best.

In the meantime, we take this opportunity to wish you all a
Merry Christmas time and a fabulous 2026!
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BREED COUNCILS - The Breeders’ Voice

Breed Councils provide a voice for individual members who are interested in a breed and have
some experience of working with it. Breed Councils are represented at the General Assembly by
the Breed Council Administrator who will present their opinions on the relevant proposals.
Within FIFe there are 35 active Breed councils, some big with more than 40 members, some
very small but all have a voice.

In total there are 368 active members in our Breed Councils.

Every recognized or preliminary recognized breed in FIFe may have a Breed Council. Once the
Breed Council is set up, it should actively find new members across our organization so that it
will achieve the ultimate goal of being able to forward proposals to the General Assembly in
accordance with the Rules.

The Breed Council Administrator is the contact person for the breed council secretaries, the
Board, the Commissions, the national FIFe Members and other relevant bodies.

Fife welcomes every individual member who wants to join the Breed Council because every
breed deserves our full attention and love.

BREED COUNCILS FAQ

Why should | become a member of a Breed Council?

Breed Councils give you the chance to actively talk about the health, welfare and the
standard of your breed to safeguard it in cooperation with your fellow breeders.

What is the language?

Preferably English, but many Breed Councils are on Social Media in closed groups, therefore
it is possible to use various tools to translate group conversations.

Do Breed Councils carry weight with the decisions concerning their breeds?

Breed Councils are advisory bodies but also experts in their own breed.

When the motivation is solid this will be considered.

Can Breed Councils submit proposals?

Yes, they can bring proposals, mostly regarding their breeds, to the FIFe General Assembly.
There are specific procedures to be followed, described in the Breeding & Registration rules.
Do you want to know more?

If you would like to join a Breed Council, please do not hesitate to contact the Breed Council
Administrator. More info HERE

www.fifeweb.org @ page 8
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FROM THE BOMBAY BREED COUNCIL

In a world with fewer cat shows and fewer breeders, we
continue to fight for our breed. We are importing new cats and
exhibiting them. The real challenge is getting kitten buyers
interested in showing their cats. Nowadays, it often requires
that we show the kittens before they leave for their new homes
or include a contract that allows us to borrow them for
exhibitions.
In Sweden, it has become increasingly difficult to secure a spot
at shows, as many fill up in less than an hour. It would be highly
desirable to give priority to breeds and varieties that are
working toward full recognition.
At present, we have 27 cats exhibited and “qualified”, of which
13 have earned their international title and 14 with minimum 3
EX judgement.
10 litters have been born, one is expected, and several more
are planned in the near future.
This year, for the first time, a Bombay was present at a Winner
Show - the World Show in Romanial!
p #*. From all of us at the Bombay Breed Council, we wish you a
= fus i = @ Y et _. Merry Christmas!

S ensren

FROM THE SPHYNX BREED COUNCIL

The Sphynx Breed Council continues its mission to promote ¢
ethical breeding, health testing, and accurate information A%
about our unique and affectionate breed.
In recent months, we have focused on education and ' T
awareness regarding welfare misconceptions surrounding ) A @ ._‘
hairless cats, especially in view of current restrictions in some B : -
European countries. y m 5 - *{/, ]
Our goal is to strengthen cooperation between breeders, 0 { :
judges, and feline organizations to ensure that animal welfare S ‘
decisions are always based on science, empathy, and o Sl [
responsibility. i . i )
As the festive season approaches, we send our warmest . ; P
wishes to all FIFe members around the world. _ '
May the coming year bring even more understanding,

dialogue, and appreciation for the incredible diversity of our

feline family.
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