
The Somali is a medium-sized
breed, elegant and regal in

appearance, balanced, lithe,
muscular and active, very

intelligent and people-oriented,
a colorful cat with evenly

ticked, semi-long-haired coat,
without any tabby markings.

SOMALI

The Somali is the long-haired version of
the Abyssinian, from which it differs solely
in the length of its coat, which came about
by chance. Longhaired kittens occasionally
appeared in Abyssinian litters in the US in
the ‘50s. While most breeders refused to
mention them, some others decided to
start breeding this variety. In 1972, the
first pure long-haired litter was born at the
Lynn-Lee cattery. The name “Somali” was
created in reference to the Abyssinians, as
Somalia borders Abyssinia (now Ethiopia).
Recognition as registered breed followed
in 1979 (CFA) and 1982 (FIFe).

History

FIFe - Fédération Internationale Féline

A leading cat fanciers society



Appearance

Somalis are intelligent, playful cats that love variety.
They don‘t like to be alone and get on well with other
pets. Unobtrusive yet persistent in their affection, they
bond very closely with their family. They love it when
there is a lot going on. Concentrated and elegant,
Somalis jump and climb nimbly on and in all kinds of
furniture, like to fetch and love clowning around. After
playing, they retire to an elevated position from where
they watch the world go by with perfect grace,
cheerful and relaxed.

The Somali is an elegant, medium-sized
cat, lithe yet muscular with long,

slender legs. Its wedge-shaped head
has gentle contours. Relatively large
widely spaced ears with broad base

and almond-shaped eyes complete the
visual impression. Its coat is semi-long,

fine and very dense with a bushy tail
and dense ruff. 

Temperament

SOM BC              PRC

FIFe Breed Councils

Each hair is banded in light-dark-light-dark, creating a
lively speckled impression without markings in mahogany

(ruddy), copper (sorrel), slate blue (blue), salmon pink
(beige-fawn) and all silver variations.

FIFe - Fédération Internationale Féline

A leading cat fanciers society

SOM - Somali

Breed Councils provide a voice for individuals with an interest in a breed, within the FIFe
structure. You can join a Breed Council if you are Member of a National FIFe Member.
Check the relevant info and the list of Breed Councils at this link:
https://fifeweb.org/cats/breed-councils/ 
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