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Health examinations 
 
Annex to the FIFe Breeding & Registration Rules, § 3.5.1 Health examinations, listing 
examinations that are obligatory or recommended before breeding. 
 
As a matter of responsible breeding and in the interest of cat welfare, several examinations are 
recommended for all cats of all breeds. 
 
Prior to breeding, all breeding cats, both male and female, should undergo an examination by a 
specialised veterinarian. These include: 

– an electrocardiogram or ultrasound examination for heart diseases (including, but not 
limited to, HCM),  

– an ophthalmic examination to check for conditions such as PRA, cataracts or entropion, 
– a manual palpation or an X-ray to check for hip dysplasia and patellar luxation, 
– an obligatory test for umbilical hernia, as cats with an umbilical hernia are not allowed for 

breeding (→ Breeding & Registration Rules § 3.6), 
– an obligatory test for males before breeding to check that both testicles are normal and 

descended into the scrotal sac (→ Breeding & Registration Rules § 3.2).  
 
It is recommended that cats used for breeding be tested for FeLV and FIV before the first mating 
and with sufficient frequency thereafter.  
 
Deaf cats are not allowed for breeding (→ Breeding & Registration Rules § 3.6). While simple 
examination can provide an initial assessment, BAER (Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response) 
testing is the preferred method for determining a cat's hearing status due to its superior accuracy 
and ability to detect unilateral or bilateral deafness and it is to be preferred when testing white cats 
prior to breeding (→ Breeding & Registration Rules § 3.6.4). 
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